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COLUSA COUNTY CHILDREN AND FAMILIES COMMISSION 
 

Minutes of Public Meeting 
 

February 13, 2001 
 

The meeting of the Colusa County Children and Families Commission was called to order at 3:15 p.m. in 
the Morse Conference Room at the Colusa Library, 738 Market Street, Colusa, California by 
Commissioner Scofield, Chair.  Commissioners Delores Gomez, Nolan Gonzales, Nancy Parriott were 
present, constituting a quorum.  Commissioner Barbara Hankins arrived at 3:25 p.m.  
 
Items discussed in accordance with the publicly posted agenda were as follows: 
 
1. Approval of Minutes:  January 9 & 23, 2001 Meeting and Public Hearing 
 

Commissioner Parriott moved to accept the minutes as read motion seconded by 
Commissioner Gomez.  The motion was passed unanimously by voice vote (4/0). 

 
2. Review outstanding invoices and approve payment of expenses 
 

Charlette Lauppe presented an invoice claim for A to Z Consulting for expenses related to 
services rendered during the month of January 2001 for Colusa County Children and Families 
Commission.  The invoice included $5,680 professional fees and $677.58 expenses for a total 
January 2001 invoice #2 of $6357.58. 
 
Ms. Lauppe presented a Monthly Financial Summary Report showing as of January 31, 2001 total 
expenses of $16,847.57, November 2001 Prop. 10 Funding Income of $28,760, and Cash in Trust 
Fund at $727,035.50. 
 
Ms. Lauppe shared new spreadsheets being developed to track Commission revenues, special 
funding categories, and Commission expenses.   
 
Commissioner Hankins moved to pay the claim as presented; motion seconded by Commissioner 
Gomez.  The motion was passed unanimously by voice vote (5/0). 
 

3. Review Letters of Interest & selection of applicants for RFA 
 

Commissioner Scofield asked if all commissioners had an opportunity to review the nine Letters 
of Interest received, and asked for discussion of each letter item by item. 
 

• #1.  California Shock/Trauma Air Rescue (CALSTAR) 
 
Commissioners stated no conflict of interest with CALSTAR.   
 
Discussion:  Commissioner Hankins stated that it was not clear how CALSTAR could 
demonstrate that services rendered by their Trauma Air Rescue would be directly applicable 
to Colusa County residents, and how many zero to five children would be served through that 
program.  Commissioner Parriott stated that Trauma Air Rescue services to Colusa County 
were contracted from Enloe Hospital with back up from U.C. Medical Center, Sacramento 
and REACH out of Santa Rosa.  She was not aware of ever having services from CALSTAR.  
Commissioner Scofield stated that the service was beneficial, but that because they served 
many counties perhaps funding could come from those counties who received more 
immediate service from CALSTAR. 
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Commissioner Hankins moved that the Commission not invite this proposer to move forward 
in the Request for Application process; motion seconded by Commissioner Parriott.  The 
motion was passed unanimously by voice vote (5/0) 
 
• #2  Colusa County Child Abuse Prevention Council (CAPC) 
 
Commissioners stated no conflict of interest with CAPC.  Commissioners Gomez, Gonzales, 
Parriott and Scofield serve as members of the Council but do not benefit monetarily from 
their position on the Council. 
 
Discussion:  Commissioner Scofield discussed that CAPC will be asked to write a separate 
application for each of the two proposed projects.  Commissioner Hankins stated that the 
Mandated Reporter Training is valuable training for all Colusa County agencies.  
Commissioner Gonzales asked if he attended the training, would that present a conflict of 
interest?  Commissioner Scofield stated that because there was no cost for the training to any 
attendee that there was no conflict.  The only question of a conflict would be if a 
Commissioner was the paid instructor for the training.  All Commissioners agreed that there 
was no conflict. 
 
Commissioner Scofield moved to invite the proposer to apply for funding through the 
Commission RFA process; motion seconded by Commissioner Hankins.  The motion was 
passed unanimously by voice vote (5/0) 
 
• #3  Colusa County Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Division 
 
 
Commissioner Parriott declined to vote on or discuss this Letter of Interest due to a conflict 
of interest.  She currently serves as Director of Nursing for this department and is the contact 
person for the proposed project. 
 
• #5  Colusa County Office of Education Children’s Services 
 
Commissioner Gomez declined to vote or discuss this Letter of Interest due to a conflict of 
interest.  She is currently employed through this agency. 
 
Discussion:  Commissioner Scofield asked if the home visiting included in this proposed 
project is not a duplication of services in the Colusa County Office of Education Children’s 
Services proposed project?  Ms. Scofield stated that both these proposers' will be asked to 
collaborate during the writing of an application.  Commissioner Hankins stated that the home 
visiting component is a necessary part of this project and that all families with newborn 
children need to be visited.  This project includes 40 families.  Commissioner Scofield 
suggested that discussion and planning take place before writing an application to include all 
families, not just special needs families.  Commissioner Scofield added that as many of the 
children are born in hospitals outside Colusa County, she hopes to see collaboration with 
those counties so that efforts will not be duplicated. 
 
Commissioner Gonzales moved to invite both proposers to apply for funding through the 
Commission RFA process with instruction from the Commission that they meet together for  
collaborate on home visiting to insure that services are maximized and not duplicated; motion 
seconded by Commissioner Hankins.  Motion passed by voice vote (3/0) with 2 abstentions. 
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• #4  Colusa County Free Library 
 
Commissioners stated no conflict of interest with Colusa County Free Library. 
 
Discussion:  Commissioner Scofield stated that this was a good project to bring books to 
extremely rural areas such as Stonyford.  Commissioner Gomez stated that she was sure that 
issues of diversity and cultural differences would be addressed as the Library was excellent 
about addressing these issues on past projects in the County.  Ms. Gomez added that even 
parents who could not read could share books with their children through story telling if the 
books were appropriately selected, and this would encourage children to go to the library in 
later years when they were able to read.  Commissioner Parriott agreed that age appropriate 
books were important because if parents were not able to read in English or Spanish, children 
still needed to see parents model an appreciation and enjoyment of families reading together. 
 
Commissioner Parriott moved to invite the proposer to apply for funding through the 
Commission RFA process; seconded by Commissioner Gomez.  Motion passed by voice vote  
(5/0). 
 
• #6  Grand Island Elementary School 
• #7  Maxwell Unified School District 
• #9  Williams Elementary School 
 
Commissioner Scofield suggested that all three Letters of Interest be considered in a group 
because all proposed projects were for playground equipment. 
 
Commissioners stated no conflict of interest with these projects.  Commissioner Parriott lives 
in Maxwell and serves on the Maxwell School Board and has remote interest but has no 
direct connection to the project.  Commissioner Gomez stated that her husband Abel Gomez 
serves as a member of the Pierce Joint Unified School District School Board but has no direct  
connection to the Grand Island School project. 
 
Discussion:  Commissioner Gonzales asked how the Commission would be assured that 
appropriate equipment for ages zero to five would be purchased with Prop. 10 funding, and 
assurance of  handicap access to each playground?  Commissioner Scofield stated that each 
project is planned for school property and would have to meet those strict codes for each 
school district. 
 
Commissioner Scofield moved to invite all three proposers to apply for funding through the 
Commission RFA process with the understanding that the Commission will set a cap to pay a 
maximum to $25,000 for each project as final award, and that monies be spent on equipment 
specific and appropriate to children zero to five years old; motion seconded by Commissioner 
Parriott.  The motion passed by voice vote(5/0). 
 
• #8  The Primary Intervention Program (PIP) 
 
Commissioners stated no conflict of interest with this project. 
 
Discussion:  Commissioner Hankins expressed concern that the target group for this project 
was school age children kindergarten through third grade.  Prop. 10 targets children zero to 
five years and is expressly for school readiness.  Commissioner Scofield expressed the same 
concern.  Commissioner Parriott stated that the project was a three-year project and that this 
year is the third year of funding in this cycle.  The funding must be self-sustaining for one 
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year before the agency may re-apply for future funding.  Commissioner Gomez added that the 
program has worked very well and the hope of the Commission is that the agency finds 
funding to keep the program going in the schools, but that this project is not a school 
readiness program but a school intervention program.  Commissioner Scofield stated that she 
regrets not being able to support this project with Prop. 10 funds. 
 
Commissioner Hankins moved that the Commission not invite this proposer to move forward 
in the Request for Application process; motion seconded by Commissioner Parriott.  The 
motion was passed unanimously by voice vote (5/0). 
 
Commissioner Scofield instructed Ms. Lauppe to send written notification to all Letters of 
Interest notifying proposers’ of the Commission’s decisions. 

 
4. Approval of Request for Application (RFA) packet 
  

Commissioner Parriott moved that the Commission approve the Request for Application (RFA) 
and release date on February 20, 2001; motion seconded by Commissioner Hankins.  The motion 
was passed unanimously by voice vote (5/0). 
 
Ms. Lauppe discussed that the timeline included; releasing the RFA on February 20, 2001 with a 
Proposers’ Conference February 27, 2001, Technical Assistance Workshop March 6, 2001, and 
Application Deadline March 23, 2001.  The Commission will publish which awards will be 
funded April 30, 2001. 
 
Commissioner Scofield stated that Cindy Keltner, CCHI TA Center has offered assistance with 
finding readers to help with review of proposals.  The hope is that similar counties may wish to 
exchange reader services with our Commissioners.  Ms. Lauppe will contact Ms. Keltner for 
more information. 

 
5. Report from Executive Director 
 

Executive Director report was given by Charlette Lauppe.  Ms. Lauppe presented the attached 
written report to the Commission, and an oral overview of January 2001 progress made to 
implement Proposition 10 in Colusa County. 
 
Ms. Lauppe’s report included that in all the Commission received nine Letters of Interest in 
response to the Request for Information, which closed January 31, 2001. 

 
The Advisory Council Resource Committee has four volunteers:  Deneen Torrez, Emma 
Velazquez, Caroline Roady and Esperanza Ramirez.  Ms. Lauppe met with the committee at the 
Grimes Library February 2nd to review 9 resources containing information for the New Parent’s 
Kit.  The committee will continue to meet to review resources for a recommendation to the 
Commission. 

 
Ms. Lauppe attended the Association of California Children and Families Association (CCAFA) 
in Orange County January 17, 2001.  Minutes of that meeting are attached. 
 
Ms. Lauppe reported that she is currently working with Genevieve Haines to develop a Media 
Support Plan for Colusa County.  As part of this research she is working with Caroline Roady to 
develop a county training calendar. 
 
Commissioner Scofield included that plans are beginning for a Transportation Summit, and that 
Ms. Lauppe attended a meeting at the recent Statewide Conference on that subject. 
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Ms. Lauppe reported on the Rural County Travel Funding.  Colusa County is included in a list of 
26 counties targeted to receive a Travel Cost Allocation Fund one-time payment that will cover 
18 months beginning January 1, 2001.  The Commission will budget spending to cover cost for 
travel to conferences, meetings, and training.  The intent is to allow rural counties to participate in 
statewide meetings that small budgets would otherwise not allow. 

 
6. Administrative Support discussion 
 

Ms. Lauppe presented the need for administrative support stating the volume of clerical support 
needed for the flow of the Commission work takes necessary time from the expansion of other 
necessary project to promote the Commission and Commission interests. 
 
Commissioner Hankins asked what happened to the plan to add some administrative support 
through the MOU for office space with Stewart Knox.  Ms. Lauppe explained that Mr. Knox had 
notified her that Yuba College had put a hiring freeze on all personnel at this time.  
Commissioner Parriott stated that she understood that the Executive Director needed 
administrative support to be more effective but that at this time she did not feel that the 
Commission could support budget for that expense.  Ms. Scofield added that it may be possible at 
a future date, as the Commission progresses, that staffing could be a consideration. 

 
6. By-laws review and signatures 
 

Ms. Lauppe suggested an annual review of the By-laws.  Commissioner Scofield suggested to 
correct Article III. M. to read Hold regular meetings not less than 9 per year rather than month 
and Article IV. B. from of his or her designee to or his or her designee that was a mistake in the 
original.   
 
Commissioner Scofield suggested to add the vice chair to the signature at the Colusa County 
Auditor’s Office.  Ms. Lauppe will contact the Auditor’s Office for instruction on the procedure 
for adding a signature. 
 
Commissioner Parriott suggested an item for the next meeting agenda to include a proposal or 
resolution to add that the signature of the Chair and Vice Chair stand as approved signatures for 
the Commission. 

 
7. Advisory Council Update 
 

Ms. Lauppe reported that the Advisory Council met on January 16, 2001 with seven attending.  
The Council reviewed the New Parent’s Kit and formed a Resource Committee to review 
resources for the kit.  Dr. Nicole Singer will speak at the Advisory Council Meeting from 6:30 to 
8:30 tonight.  The Commission is invited to attend. 

 
8. Family Faire Save the Date 
 

Commissioner Parriott discussed that possibly the Commission could share a booth at the Family 
Faire on April 22, 2001.  Commissioner Gomez stated that the Commission might consider 
providing pencils or some handout for the Faire, and perhaps show the videos from the Parent’s 
Kit.  The Commission expressed an interest to participate and will firm up a plan at the next 
meeting. 
 

9. Set dates and location for upcoming meetings 
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Next meeting of Children and Families Commission will be Tuesday, March 13, 2001 from 3:00 
to 5:00 p.m. at the Morse Conference Room, Colusa Public Library, 738 Market Street, Colusa. 

 
10. Adjournment 
 

Meeting was adjourned at 5:35 p.m. 
 
Minutes recorded and prepared by Charlette Lauppe, A to Z Consulting. 
 
Attachment A: February 13, 2001 Colusa County Children and Families Monthly Financial Report 
 
Attachment B: February 13, 2001 Executive Director’s Monthly Report 
 
Attachment C: January 17, 2001 Minutes of the California Children and Families Association Meeting 
 
Attachment D: January 18, 2001 Minutes of the California Children and Families Commission Meeting 
 
Attachment E: January 9, 2001 Colusa County Children and Families Commission Advisory Council 

Meeting Minutes 
 
Attachment F: Bylaws for Colusa County Children and Families Commission 
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